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Venezuela has experienced heavy rains during the last three months in almost all northern and 

Andean parts of the country.  In the last two weeks, rains have essentially not stopped, reportedly 

causing severe damage to vegetable crops. 
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General Information:  

  

Effects of the rains on the agricultural sector 

 

The torrential rains that have fallen in almost all the northern and Andean parts of the country 

have caused severe damage to some agricultural crops. 

 

According to calculations made by onion producers of Lara State, rainfall during the last three 

months in that region has caused losses of about 1,500 hectares of onions, some 500 hectares of 

tomatoes, and 500 hectares of peppers. 

 

Heavy precipitation has led to low yields and higher production costs, up to 40-50 thousand 

bolivars per hectare.  Economically, many producers were hit hard and are already beginning to 

suffer the consequences. 

 

Some farmers note that in the states of Carabobo and Guárico, key production regions, so much 

rain has fallen that this cycle of harvesting vegetables will be very difficult. 

 

About 66,000 hectares of planted area in Miranda state were reported by the Governor as  being 

affected by the rains.  The Governor said that 26 percent of the total state harvest was lost.  

Among the crops most affected are tangerines (Miranda supplies 60 percent of national 

production), cassava and other tubers, plantains, bananas, fruit and flowers.  Cocoa production of 

about 6,000 tons in Barlovento, the second largest cocoa producing area in the country, is also at 

risk due to the rains. 

 

Grain producers in Portuguesa state, one of the most important agricultural areas of Venezuela, 

are concerned but no heavy rains have been reported yet in that region.  Producers there fear that 

heavy rains still could affect the current rice and sesame seed seasons; although the rains have 

not been excessive, planting has been complicated. 

 

In Guárico state, Venezuela’s other important grain production region, the rain also has not been 

as severe, but there is a delay in the rice, sorghum, sunflower, sesame seed, and bean crops, 

which are the main crops in the current season. 

 

Agricultural organizations report that producers in southern Venezuela are having problems 

distributing their products due to the collapse of roads and persistent flooding. 

 

Sources:  Leading Dailies and Producer Organizations 

  

  

                     

  

 


